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1968 Orders for the 123d Tac Recon Wing and all other units of the Ky-ANG (except for State
Headquarters) called for 24 months' active duty, unless sooner relieved. Kentucky units
affected by the call were: Hg, 123d Tac Recon Wing; Hg, 123d Tac Recon Group; 165th Tac
Recon Squadron 123d Tac Hospital 123d Combat Support Squadron 123d Consolidated
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 123d Supply Squadron 123d Communications Flight; 165th
Weather Flight.

At that point it also became clear that a number of members of the KyANG would not be
moved to Richards-Gebaur with the Wing. The Group Headquarters would be shelved for the
time being, the 165th Tac Recon Squadron would be greatly enlarged as an "augmented"
squadron, and the 123d Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron would be reorganized
and redesignated as a Field Maintenance Squadron. The Combat Support Squadron, Weather
Flight, Communications Flight, Tac Hospital, and Supply Squadron would all be inactivated "for
the duration."

As the Kentucky Air Guard turned the corner of a new decade there were many tasks to
perform. The Communications Flight made its project replacing the old manual switchboard at
Shewmaker with a new automatic one operated by a dial. The 165th Weather Flight went
back to work early, as usual, but without their commander, Lt Col Mansfield, who did not
arrive back at Louisville until January. He had been serving out a tour of duty in Thailand.

The 165th Weather Flight, which had received a "marginal" rating the previous summer,
became fully effective. Led by their returning commander, Lt Col Robert Mansfield, they took
action to correct their training needs, and added two offices to their space. In April they were
rated as "highly effective" by an inspection team from Air Weather Service, followed by staff
advisory visits in November and May.

The Weather Flight received recognition as an "outstanding Air National Guard Weather
Unit," a designation conferred by the commanding general of the Air Weather Service (AWS).
Lt Col Robert Mansfield and the flight celebrated by taking field training in March at MacDill
AFB, Fla.

The Weather Flight received recognition as an "outstanding Air National Guard Weather
Unit," a designation conferred by the commanding general of the Air Weather Service (AWS).



Lt Col Robert Mansfield and the flight celebrated by taking field training in March at MacDill
AFB, Fla.

As the Kentucky Air Guard turned the corner of a new decade there were many tasks to
perform. The Communications Flight made its project replacing the old manual switchboard at
Shewmaker with a new automatic one operated by a dial. The 165th Weather Flight went
back to work early, as usual, but without their commander, Lt Col Mansfield, who did not
arrive back at Louisville until January. He had been serving out a tour of duty in Thailand. 1969

The Weather Flight and COM Flight continued to blaze a trail by their performances. The COM
Flight, rated C-l for more than three years, led by Lt Col Winfred Appleby and Lt Col Norris
Delph, continued its effective recruitment and training programs. The Weather Flight presided
over by Maj Donald Engleman, aced its MEI by MAC during April and kept its C-l rating going.
During their annual inspection in February, the COM Flight did not receive a single discrepan-

cy.
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